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they say he does, to blame the Devil, who really
could do no more for him than he did.

Having then brought it to this conclusion, that
the Devil has been really first in the confederacy,
that Satan made the acquaintance, and that man
neither knew how to come at the Devil, nor so much
as knew originally that there was any such thing
as a devil in being, it would add to our more per-
fect understanding of the whole matter, if we could
be informed in what manner the acquaintance
begun.

The first attack the Devil made upon our mother
Eve, we have had fully described. Sacred history
relates the fact; and honest, grave Mr. Milton has
given us the particulars as distinctly, and in as
lively colours, as if he had been at the conference,
heard the courtship, and how cunningly the Devil
managed ; with what address he insinuated into her
weakest part, and how entirely he conquered her
virtue, her obedience, her sense of religion, brought
her to forget the command that she had but just
learned to remember; and to sacrifice her soul
and all her posterity, to her appetite: I say, Mr.
Milton has done it in so lively a manner, that it
seems plain, that though Solomon could not under-
stand the way of a man with a maid, bat placed it
among the things that were too wonderful for him,
Milton seems not to be at a loss to describe the way
of the Devil with a woman.

Now, I say, we have a distinct account how the
Devil made the first attack upon Eve in Paradise ;
but how he picked acquaintance with the sons of
Noah after the deluge, and in what manner, or upon
what occasion that was begun, we are utterly at a
loss about.

Nor have we any historical account who were
the persons who entertained the first correspondence